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Racial Disproportionality in Kentucky’s Child Welfare System

Jefferson County
Data from the 2000 census shows African American children representing 19% of the overall population in Jefferson County.  When looking at figures from the Child Welfare System, African American children make up 43% of the total amount of children in out-of-home-care (OOHC) (datasource:  TWS 058 - January, 2007).  African American children in Jefferson County are over-represented in out-of-home care at a rate 2.8 times what is expected based on their representation in the census population.  

The bar graph below depicts a child’s experience by race in the Child Welfare System including the Department of Community Based Services (DCBS).  The bars display the percent of the whole population for each racial group.  For example, 77% of children in Jefferson County are Anglo, but only 60% of referrals are for Anglo children and only 43% of children in OOHC are Anglo.
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As of January 2007 (point in time data), we have observed among children in OOHC that:

· African American children experience more placement moves than Anglo (3.7 vs. 3.0) children 

· Among children who have been in foster care for at least 15 months, African American children stay in care an average of 9.6 months longer than Anglo children

· Among children who have been in foster care for at least 15 months, African American children have spent higher percentages of their overall lives in foster care compared to Anglo children (31.6% vs. 25.7%)
· An additional $5.32 is being spent on African American children because they are placed in more restrictive and costly OOHC placements
At the time of removal, Social Service workers identify at least one condition that is present in the child’s home.  The graph below shows 5 conditions in Jefferson County more likely to be reported for African American children than Anglo children at the time of removal from their homes: 
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That is, African American children are more likely to be abandonment, relinquished, neglected, have inadequate housing, or parent drug abuse as a condition for OOHC entry.  

The following graph shows the number of entries into and exits from OOHC each year for Anglo and African American children.  From this chart, we know that in 2002, more  Anglo (227) and African American (301) children entered than exited OOHC (Anglo = 205, African American = 294).  From 2002 - 2006, the number of African American children that entered OOHC exceeded the number of African American children that exited OOHC.  This may contribute to the over-representation of African American children in the Child Welfare System.
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datasource:  OOHC Master CY 2006
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